THE  FIRST  BEGINNINGS  AND  THE  MIDDLE   AGES

aware of its unity. Everywhere the people danced, clerks sang, churches
were hung with tapestries, die streets were strewn with flowers, grasses
and leafy branches. For seven days and seven nights the students of Paris
revelled with songs and dancing. The King had forgiven even diosc who
had been leagued against him. The national community was bom.

Philip Augustus was a modern king, a good organizer, a good
diplomat, a good technician. He was not only lord of lords, but a govern-
mental head. He realized the importance of economic matters and helped
French merchants to recover dieir credit abroad. 'Our people must not
be allowed to suffer', he would say. Moreover, he also took under his
protection merchants from other countries who came to visit die fairs.
To the French monarchy he gave 'die diree instruments of rule which
it lacked: tractable officials, money and soldiers'. In order to progress
from a feudal to a national regime, the central power had to be rebuilt.
Philip Augustus set up provincial bailiffs who direc times a year were
required to come to Paris to report on happenings in their bailiwicks and
to render dieir accounts. During his reign die crown revenues went up
from one hundred and twenty-eight diousand livres to four hundred and
thirty-eight diousand. Under the feudal regime, taxes, like all odier
services, had a personal character. The royal policy in future would be to
reconstitute the notion of the State. Under Philip Augustus this policy
remained embryonic. The King pocketed certain receipts as a feudal lord:
the revenues from his domain, the poll-tax, rights to trade and monopoly,
feudal taxes. His royal receipts were still merely expedients: die substitu-
tion of taxes for duty services, the right of embossment (transfer duties)
when a feudal property changed hands; periodical persecution of die
unfortunate Jews, so profitable that in 1198 the Kiiig and the Count of
Champagne 'assured themselves the sum total of all the property of their
Jews'; imposts on the clergy, which was conspicuous for its wealth. Under
Philip Augustus, die Templars, warrior and banker monks, fulfilled die
function of king's treasurers. Their Commander for France, Brother
Aimard, pkyed the part of controller of the currency,

Philip Augustus was one of the first lovers of the city. He bestowed
great care upon Paris, his capital, paving the two streets adjoining his
palace, 'La Cite', streets which before his time had been malodorous mud
padis. He set up a police force, die royal watch, made up of twenty men
on horse and forty on foot. Facing die Cite on the right bank, the city of
Paris was growing up as a business centre; on die left bank was the Latin
Quarter, where dwelt the university students. The King built ramparts
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